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Addiction-treatment center works to address neighbors’ concerns
My job is 

to keep hope 
alive. The 
extraordinary 
staff with whom 
I share this 
vision would say 
the same thing. 
By offering 
treatment 
options to those 
caught up in the 

horror of opioid addiction, Brandywine 
Counseling and Community Services 
keeps hope alive.

Wilmington is a great city. It also has 
an array of social and health challenges 
– the largest addiction problem in the 
state is one of them. BCCS is the city’s 
only provider of medication for addiction 
treatment.

The opioid epidemic has put a strain 
on every county, every leader, every 
community in our country. Here in 
Wilmington, the increase in opioid 

addiction since 2012 has been meteoric. 
People from all neighborhoods and  
family backgrounds have died from 
overdose. This isn’t happening to someone 
else. It is happening to our colleagues, 
neighbors, relatives, and friends. And 
they all deserve the right to get better, to 
receive the medical attention they need, 
and to re-enter society as functioning  
and contributing members.

BCCS serves as a voice on prevention 
and treatment. We work hard to 
educate and inform communities about 
preventing addiction and, if addicted, 
how to reduce harm and recover. To 
achieve these goals, we have robust 
community-outreach practices and  
run a busy treatment facility on 
Lancaster Avenue.

BCCS has long worked out of our 
Lancaster Pike location. Our recovery 
clinic has approximately 600 clients 
through its doors every morning between 
5 and 8 a.m. Our Lancaster location has 
three programs serving 1,200 clients. 

Spreading our services out to other 
locations would dramatically reduce the 
number of patrons at the site, and, for 
those needing treatment, open options 
closer to their own neighborhoods.

We’ve heard our Lancaster corridor 
neighbors and put in place policies and 
procedures that have made an impact 
in the community: limited treatment 
hours, additional cameras and security, 
improved DART schedules. The police 
have confirmed that crime in the area  
has dropped significantly. We’re also 
further addressing loitering in front of 
the building, where clients are waiting  
for bus service by raising funds for a 
BCCS-operated transportation system.

We are working with many 
organizations to locate additional  
viable treatment locations to serve  
our Wilmington community. This  
will drastically ease the burden  
on our Lancaster Avenue site.

Our Newark location is a good 
example of neighborhood/community-

based treatment. At this location we offer 
a medication for addiction treatment 
to approximately 575 clients, with the 
possibility of a second clinic as the  
need increases.

We ask our Lancaster Avenue 
neighbors to be patient for a little longer.

Treatment is a daily routine. Recovery 
takes work and commitment. We 
invite neighbors to help us reach our 
fundraising goal of $750,000 to set  
up a transportation network and  
help with the relocation.

We are committed to increasing 
much-needed access to care to help build 
healthier families and stronger, healthier 
communities. At BCCS we provide the 
tools to help people transform their 
thinking and their lives. We remind  
them that a better future is within reach.

We make families whole again.
Change is good. 

Lynn Morrison, Ph.D., is the chief 
executive officer of Brandywine Counseling 
and Community Services. 

LYNN MORRISON, PH.D
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No other state matches Delaware’s advantages in trust law
Delaware 

is the premier 
jurisdiction for 
personal trusts. 
The state is at 
the forefront 
of trust law 
innovations 
and the 
infrastructure 
supporting 
Delaware’s 

trust industry is unmatched, with 
distinguished courts, a proactive 
legislature, a deep pool of professional 
advisers and the presence of almost every 
major financial institution. Delaware’s 
status as the best trust jurisdiction has 
attracted a considerable amount of 
non-Delaware trust business to the First 
State, resulting in a positive impact on 
Delaware’s economy through fiduciary 
fees, job creation, tax revenues and 
additional economic activity in  
support of the trust industry.

Dispelling the myths
However, because the personal 

trust business is a lucrative one, the 
competition among the states for this 
business is fierce and sometimes filled 
with misinformation. Other states claim 
to have the same favorable laws and 
similar advantages to lure prospective 
clients, often at lower fees. Consequently, 
it is important for participants in 
Delaware’s trust industry to be able to 
answer the question “Why Delaware?” 
when clients are deciding where to have 
their personal trusts administered.

While promoting their own trust 
services, other states at times present 
subjective information as fact. There are 
even cases where an attorney from a 
competing state creates charts purporting 
to rank the trust-friendly states on key 
features of trust law, such as the duration 
of a trust (dynasty trusts), domestic 
asset protection trusts, and the ability 
to modify a trust through a so-called 
“decanting” process. By self-selecting the 
criteria and assigning arbitrary weights 
to these factors, these rankings elevate 
competing states to the top of the  
list and correspondingly move  
Delaware down in the ranks.

The Delaware advantage
We believe the objective facts 

tell a different story. The facts show 
that Delaware is the premier trust 
jurisdiction. In a 2011 empirical study, 
Northwestern University law professor 
Max Schanzenbach determined that 
a conservative estimate of the impact 
of the out-of-state trust business on 
Delaware’s economy was between $600 
million and $1.1 billion. With the trust 
industry growing at a rapid pace and 
Delaware capturing a disproportionate 
share of this business, these amounts 
have likely risen substantially since 2011. 
Moreover, Delaware’s state income tax 
revenue attributable to its excess trust 

business was estimated in this study to 
be between $19 million and $33 million 
per year.

Delaware is called the First State 
because it was the first to ratify the 
U.S. Constitution. But did you also 
know that it was the first state to 
develop many innovative trust laws that 
sanctioned directed trusts, perpetual 
trusts and asset protection trusts, as well 
as laws permitting modern and flexible 
investment standards for trustees? 
The First State also pioneered a trust 
structure that allows residents of some 
high-tax states to minimize or eliminate 
state income taxes on income generated 
by assets held inside a properly structured 
trust administered in Delaware, a  
so-called Delaware Incomplete  
Gift Non-Grantor (DING) trust.

There are no objective rankings of 
state trust laws generated by an unbiased 
source because every client’s needs are 
unique, thereby making a ranking of the 
states’ laws misleading for a given client. 
However, Delaware has all the flexible 
tools permitting perpetual trusts, directed 
trustees, modern trust investment rules, 
flexible income distribution standards, 
along with rigorous asset protection 
laws, which make it a top choice for 
practitioners looking to find the right 
home for their client’s personal trusts.

Selecting Delaware to take advantage 
of these favorable laws has the backing of 
the state’s courts, which routinely enforce 
these laws as written. When advising 
clients on where to administer trust 
structures used to carry out a family’s 
wealth management goals over multiple 

generations, practitioners want certainty 
that the trust will function as intended. 
Delaware’s long history of court cases, 
and the state’s sophisticated judiciary 
willing to enforce the laws as written, 
helps to provide this comfort.

Delaware’s geographic proximity to 
D.C., Baltimore, Philadelphia and the 
financial hub of New York City provides 
access to leading professionals in the 
legal, tax, accounting, and investment 
industries. The size and complexity of the 
trust business in Delaware draws many 
talented professionals there to provide 
administrative services for these trusts. 
The synergy created among these experts 
promotes the innovation that helps 
Delaware remain the First State for  
trust business.

Clearly, attracting non-Delaware 
residents to establish trusts in Delaware 
is an important and growing component 
of the state’s economy, which requires 
that we continue to promote the 
Delaware advantages and retain our 
position as a premier jurisdiction 
for personal trusts. In many cases, 
this requires explaining the virtues 
of Delaware’s laws, its robust trust 
infrastructure and the depth of talented 
professionals who serve this industry. The 
First State has the tools and talent to 
remain on top. However, it is important 
for participants in Delaware’s trust 
industry to be armed with the facts to 
counter the more subjective information 
from states competing for trust business. 

Jeffrey C. Wolken is national director of 
Delaware trust planning for Wilmington 
Trust Wealth Management.
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