
Holding a Family Legacy Meeting:  
20 Reasons to Consider a Gathering
Preserving your legacy through shared learning,  
communication, and leadership development

Planning a family legacy meeting facilitated by an objective third party can help  
foster communication, build a plan for leadership succession, and set a path for 
financial literacy. Our goal is to give your family the tools it needs to help sustain your 
legacy for multiple generations.  

You might need a family legacy meeting if:
1.	� As a matriarch or patriarch, you have not disclosed details of your estate plan and 

other wealth structures to your children, and you are not sure how to proceed 

2.	� Your family is searching for some other way to create engagement beyond the 
review of the family assets/investments

3.	� Your family has a family bank or is considering establishing a family bank for 
future business investments, but there is no structure to this process

4.	 Your family does not have a formal mentoring policy in place

5.	 Your family needs guidance on college selection and funding possibilities

6.	� Your family owns a shared property and its use is beginning to present squabbles 
instead of harmony

7.	� Your family is tied to mutual investments/assets, and there is disagreement on 
the future direction of these resources that calls for a third party to help resolve 
this conflict

8.	� Your family is attempting to discover a greater purpose on matters of  
productivity

9.	� Your family is struggling to connect the dots between accomplishments and 
failures of previous generations and how these lessons matter today

10.	� Your family has a significant heritage and history, and you are not sure how to 
pass those stories on to the next generation

11.	� Members of the family have varied competencies and understanding of financial 
matters

12.	� Your family has not placed equal time and intention on caring for the assets along 
with caring for the relationships

13.	 As parents, you want to begin promoting healthy conversations about wealth
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14.	 �Your family is considering establishing a private foundation or a donor advised 
fund, and you are not sure how to proceed

15.	� As parents, you want to share your philanthropic values with your family while 
also encouraging them to pursue their own charitable interests 

16.	� Your family owns a company, and you do not have a family employment policy  
in place

17.	� Your family owns a business, and you want to establish a business advisory board 
to bolster business prowess and family continuity

18.�	� Your family owns a business, and your succession plan is not defined, or is defined, 
but many adult members of the family are not aware of the details 

19.	� Your family owns a business, and your shareholder agreement is not defined or is 
defined, but many adult members of the family are not aware of the details

20.	�Your family would like to establish a formal family council, and you are not sure 
how to proceed

Benefits of holding a family meeting facilitated by a third party
Our goal is to have you leave the experience with a vision for what is possible for your 
family, a deeper understanding of one another, and a path forward for what you hope 
to achieve together.
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Contact us to learn  
more about scheduling a 
family meeting

Please contact:

Wilmington Trust Emerald Family Office & Advisory is a service mark and refers to 
wealth planning, family office, specialized transaction, and other services provided 
by Wilmington Trust, N.A., a member of the M&T family.

Wilmington Trust is a registered service mark used in connection with various 
fiduciary and non-fiduciary services offered by certain subsidiaries of M&T Bank 
Corporation including, but not limited to, Manufacturers & Traders Trust Company 
(M&T Bank), Wilmington Trust Company (WTC) operating in Delaware only, 
Wilmington Trust, N.A. (WTNA), Wilmington Trust Investment Advisors, Inc. 
(WTIA), Wilmington Funds Management Corporation (WFMC), and Wilmington 
Trust Investment Management, LLC (WTIM). Such services include trustee, custodial, 
agency, investment management, and other services. International corporate and 
institutional services are offered through M&T Bank Corporation’s international 
subsidiaries. Loans, credit cards, retail and business deposits, and other business 
and personal banking services and products are offered by M&T Bank, Member 
FDIC. Please visit our websites at www.wilmingtontrust.com and www.mtb.com for 
additional information regarding our brands and products and services offered.

The specific services provided to you and fees for those services are described in our 
Platform Enrollment Agreement with you and subject to the Emerald Family Office 
& Advisory Terms and Conditions.  Enrolled Emerald platform clients pay a one-time 
platform assessment and on-boarding fee in addition to the platform access fee.  
Please see the Platform Enrollment Agreement between you and us and the Emerald 
Family Office & Advisory Terms and Conditions for a detailed description of the 
services provided to you, the fees for those services and terms and conditions. 

Family Office services, which include personal and entity financial management and 
tax preparation, are subject to additional fees and are not part of but in addition 
to the base Emerald platform services.  Tax preparation services may be offered 
on a limited basis to existing entity or personal financial management clients in 
accordance with the Platform Enrollment Agreement for those services between such 
clients and Wilmington Trust.    

If advisors or other third parties require compensation, any such fees are in addition 
to the fees charged by Wilmington Trust.

Wilmington Trust is not authorized to and does not provide legal or accounting 
advice. Wilmington Trust does not provide tax advice, except where we have 
agreed to provide tax preparation services to you. Our advice and recommendations 
provided to you are illustrative only and subject to the opinions and advice of your 
own attorney, tax advisor, or other professional advisor.

The information provided herein is for informational purposes only and is not 
intended as an offer or solicitation for the sale of any tax, estate planning, or  
financial product or service or a recommendation or determination that any tax, 
estate planning, or investment strategy is suitable for a specific investor. Note that 
tax, estate planning, and financial strategies require consideration for suitability of 
the individual, business, or investor, and there is no assurance that any strategy  
will be successful.
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